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Kansas rancher-songwriter Annie Wilson, the “Flint Hills Balladeer,” and her band Tallgrass Express will debut their 

new double album in an outdoor concert at 7 p.m. Sept. 13 on the east lawn of the historic Chase County Courthouse 

in Cottonwood Falls. 

 

The group has just released a unique new double CD: “Sky & Water, Wind & Grass” Volumes 2 and 3 of their “Songs 

of the Kansas Flint Hills” series. 

 

The new double album contains 30 songs — 25 by Wilson and five by band partner Carl Reed — which “celebrate 

the beauty and wonder of the Kansas Flint Hills and its ranching culture.” 

 

As its name implies, Tallgrass Express is a “truly regional band,” specializing in “Roots Music from the Tallgrass 

Prairie.” Now celebrating their 10th anniversary, the group has been featured on Sunflower Journeys and in Kansas 

Magazine, and their music “is a treasure of Kansas and the Flint Hills,” according to Bob Workman, Founding Director 

of the Flint Hills Discovery Center. 

 

Songs on the CD include stories of Kansas cowboys and cowgirls, cattle roundups, the beauty of the landscape and 

wildlife, family life on the ranch, exploring the scenic Flint Hills, humorous episodes, and early days of buffaloes, 

Indians, and local abolitionist heroes. 

 

Other band members on the CD include Carl Reed of Manhattan, Jim Versch of Marion, and the recently-retired 

Charlie Laughridge of Council Grove. Kim Schmidt of Goessel, formerly of the Greenhorns, is now playing fiddle for 

the band. 

 

Wilson and her husband operate Five Oaks Ranch near Elmdale, where her experiences provide a wealth of ideas 

for songs. She was named “The Flint Hills Balladeer” by the Kansas Governor in early 2013 for her musical efforts to 

“inspire an abiding love for the Kansas Flint Hills.” She says she has been working hard to live up to this title: “I have 

four years of heart and soul in this project, and can’t wait to share it with others who love Kansas and the Flint Hills.” 

 

The CDs are available at Town Crier and Bluestem Farm & Ranch, or they can be ordered online. The website also 

provides lyrics, song clips, background info and extensive photography of the Flint Hills.  

 

Information:www.tallgrassexpress.com. 

 

Guests are encouraged to bring lawn chairs to the Sept. 13 concert. Suggested gratuity is $8. In case of rain or 

excessive heat, the concert will be two blocks north inside the Prairie Pastimes Hall, 220 1/2 Broadway. 
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